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U.S., NATO Must Seek Alternatives to Sanctions

BY EDWARD LOCKE (Edited by Collegian Staff Editor Sorina Szakacs)
Pages 2 and 3, Option & Editorial, Wednesday,
May 4, 2022, Los Angeles Collegian

The removal of Russia from the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication
(SWIFT) will certainly damage its economy.

However, on October 13, 2014, Chinese and Russian central banks signed an agreement
pertaining to Chinese Yuan-Russian Ruble currency exchange, which allows both countries to
bypass US dollars in their trade.

China has developed the Renminbi’s Cross-Border Interbank Payment System, an alternative to
SWIFT, serving around 100 countries, Russia could use it for foreign trade.

Therefore, U.S. sanctions will not deal a deadly blow to the Russian economy. Instead, it could
cause serious collateral damages to the uniquely dominant position of US dollars in international
trade.

The sanctions on energy products from Russia can have various possible consequences. The
United States is importing only 8%-10% of petroleum. Encouraging other countries such as
Saudia Arabia, United Arab Emirates and VVenezuela to increase production and export could fill
the gap.

In the United Kingdom, bypassing Russia’s oil could be implemented easily because the UK is a
large energy producer. For Germany and France that depend on Russia for more than 40% of
natural gas and coal, and more than 25% of petroleum, there is no easy way to find alternative
sources within a short period of time. That’s why both countries are staunchly opposed to
sanctions on energy sources.

Without sanctions on energy sources, one of Russia’s principal export products, the effectiveness
of sanctions against Russia will be seriously compromised.

Based on statistics from the Trading Economics website, “United States Imports from Russia
cost over US$30.76 billion during 2021.” They are mostly low-tech products for which
alternative sources could be found without too much difficulty.

For high-tech products, it is harder to find alternative sources. Since Russia’s principal exports
are weapons and energy products, the impacts of these sanctions are minimal.

To make sanctions work, most countries must sign up. However, only the developed Western
nations are interested in these endeavors. China is the second largest economy on Earth today
and staunchly opposed to any sanctions.
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In fact, China’s position on this conflict could be seen as “neutral,” refusing to call Putin’s
“Special Military Action” an invasion, while it provides humanitarian aid to the Ukraine. This
position could be based on Beijing’s realistic geo-political and commercial calculations and its
good relations with both countries. These facts cause China to consider peace between Russia
and Ukraine in its best interests. Thus, Russia most likely has a chance to survive the sanctions.

The sanctions so far have caused serious collateral damages to the U.S. economy. Gas prices at
the pump and the cost of food have skyrocketed. The above facts clearly show that U.S.
sanctions, coupled with strengthening NATO’s defense forces, might work to warn Russia not to
extend its military campaign beyond the border of Ukraine.

But it could also be inefficient in stopping Russia from imposing its demands on Ukraine
(“neutrality” and “no membership in NATO”). Meanwhile, it could damage the economic
interests of the United States and its allies.

Therefore, | think imposing sanctions against Russia is obviously not the best way to protect
American interests. Encouraging Russia and Ukraine to negotiate a peaceful settlement could be
a better way.



Page |3

OPINION & EDITORIAL

Income Disparity Grows as Enrollment Decreases

Lin  Ageis Uil Shod il
OAIEY) mr@mesd h deomadsy, Carset
niu "

OO0 oty kawex, Sowes Do 137000

20 yram g sl o Kk Sas

23 Lt rthce an Feh 9, 220,
Wathe e SRS Sadede ool
a -

AL, & v whiins bt D0 N
g, Wit W s s b Lis A
b Comamntly Colige DR (1ACKIY)

B 1im popstann 3 S, wifle Waale
amAned 5 49 ad NG Amenan

” paren & e B
e —_———T g Telvia
wtwck duderis. I S seher 1 (% Ang T » e
™ fe  ahcim

taen w3003 oz, en £e ) WTyEoe Doy enghyment op

At Commntty Ciliges 3w ST

dngees, o -
LYY L el Ve VRIS Uag) s
ity gy, how wll Sud Sepd e vas
e STy wo @y s 0 B Uil

Sl

e e Tt Wik
';;lm--(.m
Fow wl 0w Uil St oneney o 3 e
mpﬁ-a_-m—

W drraly e low B S e
e oy S . 3l e war i
UNmatre s 3 Amenicis.

¥ e ool oft ko iy e workdee
ey Sur Bans comTeelty Gl ©

Not So Fast,

featrd b s Dow [Ty Bes e

U.S.. NATO Must Seek Alternatives to Sanctions

Let's Keep on Our Masks

g ome s A sty b bt year
e e (I Meperiad Sl suses

Now Joslund, s of e Ousesl

(o M Tt Sy, =
Serrattve 52 WU T wrvay Foed

2000 v (U T Bettangede

» Tty oty B 106 of prtm
. ¥ she s
ol s Skl Laied A
Iietraen 30 Veresws o v

Tratesior 00 rpert cukd W
':.-l-mu-_pumu.

s %0 the LS. kept 2 Gyl g
- COVID S el Bn 3 wEh
3) deate mporind Sady oy
New Zimtand tus macked B tigh.
o1 ol of 67 Subs e aun-
fry eepe aducatig I (res of
& g, mcoeragng D b wegt
s I swilte her tads and
TS SUE poofle weukd came 1
cvtat wan

tont of ot “Eoe
o0 wad

o ey quatty of e we Wil soe oome
Aty mrose cen mre.

Whils gy oo muy jes b oot By
ke sow ralier ien advane (T nw
Gl ihey Ty e ke b westher el
USRS W

owrws, witest advmxomesty S i
Stiom, (e project of 3 bl Towme N S
iee s sniicty. s andy perpeticts De
FORRIN o HatE SNty ¥ oty Serpee
Bl wads sose prreps waad we v al
antags of Inprovey e roTroy Wil o
AN, e oud S0 how e BNy woski
e maom otasl sl wedley senrn B B
s

Whatever Happened to Film Criticism’?

ewen 8100 » memy apgre-
P, T
e b s reer s
“Fomi™ mr “Tastten™ wwtnyy the

m"-‘:‘lm‘.-

et v fabled gl
or bnd when 1 commes bo com
Eor ™ e
Wtk e aidverst ol e de

ssp e real o 08 e

Mast's o ondt Be gl
Dy hecanw B LK b3 Ly oy
produa. For Comvany and Foana:
Rt drgendd on Il by s Sun
[T p—r—
e 2% of prirdem, Bere i 0o
vy o g Memsthe Sunes
wim 2 den o e Lty

pevien amih fem o e sl b bt (e

B s )
e ol bevmdrede of mopeatens  wrwee The wdubon w s beeel
e



Page |4

Lon Angeles Cullegln - Wedneady, May & 2007

CITY VIEWS

How do you feel
about remote
finals? What
will it take for
students to
return to campus
in August?

INK STYLE

CHRISTINA HUBSKAYN
pr Mo b

T80k 45 oir b tawe ek
vt | foet Wi S fs st g o
e 1l et prossee on dudenis
Th wil ks e e ) BLE moe
eyl cwder Tdo ma b 8
® wowitey toat

1 et ke pecple wand e o
el gl il
Fend Thw rends )

- G INGET Sadots o o
sl of Det comort one sl
e hew e verySting Wil be
riling s o oormadl rerdaaly

1he Sasnm who Sl e
iy i wl be gy |0
e ) e, Owllre. ey &0
el 1 S s ey WLl Lsrtry,

Pt el e
T o Wi hem
Saadents tave o cone e o0

s T dotlt 3

& hm, ey et dop
i pay wre g, |tey Seukd
e 2 W ey b Saly
o

GABRIEL NAVARRO
Maer Knceley

¥ hoet 1 hr e v wo
iy o be 00 g fo e, | an
carsealy e el I iwtranng o
ek 91

1o Caking e oot week Clascs.
—slmsdicang .} o
1an sl b wirrtnd L
ks of L own e becass
By jud Sartod G work As by

oyshyy b4 et
¥ e e pod 4 100 W b 1

R it
0 g way o gt ot of Ui
W

JOSUE CUADRA
Wy Baraiog

| thiek Br =ty  satmn
= sy 7non d ol Gas
DeLae 2 B o By
i Ry gt szukmed W
nr.n—-

hey Qumt want 40 il «p .
2 b el nd et sy
mgna

KENNY OMANA
Mayor Thestre

oy opEtin 9K B pretly
[Pt 1Ty e iy rvrnis
e S e corwerdest bul
130w L D A b et o D
Pt arnd o 20 &

T e [T Camdreds arTiTg
TS B B2 KOs b N
'u-'\n.:..l—
[T e L
Salerts woukd) ety coe ¥
258 Chunpys, 25 Sy e reuty by
=y

TR WAL

how D peodiats 1 Wi Bl
e magers il I fasw wiiad
bw e h 30 iy

FOT g s et B 8 handey
Lo B T st s e
Yy s 3T e
and gy prodets, B Impees of
Dese samabons Je N

T sl asciien weel, sl
et mad G R Ty
ooty (e arvoped Wrsirs rtions
e maevedal B e ealesvn
(e a U wond coed oo
my on Bl ol ad sy
ippssd o oy Sikns

NGl (e pesilds oo Of
TS (ol B ool 28 “meeteal”
rofestng I Gl Ptis “spectal sl
fary xBoe” an waion, wise &
Peovide hastuesturie s W e
e T piton ol v
tad a0 Retfng's Tl v po
MR and comanrod Ot
End e good reulkes Wil tulh
i, Thew Gl csr (M1
s onader 2 detween s
o and Ubssler in 05 Dot ey
s Tl Fueds nest el ke
O 0 servivr e Snolrs.

e Snciurs s O hase Gesad
Srhns et Latagy be Uy UL
ronesy. (a8 s 3 e punp
and the 008 of od K kyrck
el e Dove S deaty Suw
Ihe US ssctions, cougled wilh
smpleing  NATOS  dekees
Deoes, mighs wark b wan Resl
ek Lo ealend s iy Ctrgates
heymd Uv de o URrane

Tt ¥ couikd 30 be ittt In
soppiy ussda Tom ey it
Garuands e Ulradve (Creslosey®
and S mewtembip M NATDY)
Monetile, (| coedd damagy ihe
cconoedc ey of e Uesiod
atrs sul O alin

Thmre | ek fpocng o
s s Resdl b otvhandy ool
e Dot Wy Lo prossl Asserios

(lemusn Qo be 3 hesier way



